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Cover photo: Swamp White Oak, Quercus bicolor

elcome to the Haverford College 

Arboretum. This self-guided tour 

highlighting 36 trees has been designed

for your enjoyment and study. The entire tour, which

concentrates on labeled trees in the center of the 

200-acre campus, will take approximately one hour

and conclude back by the main Visitors Parking Lot.

Along the route are benches where you can rest and

contemplate the special beauty of the Haverford College

Arboretum with its rolling lawns, sweeping vistas

and placement of trees in artfully naturalistic ways.

History of the Haverford 
College Arboretum
In 1831, a group of Philadelphia and New York Quakers 
purchased nearly 200 acres of land, part of a tract ceded by
William Penn to early Welsh settlers, and here they founded
Haverford College two years later. William Carvill, an English
gardener, was hired in 1834 to convert 60 acres of farmland
into a “Great Lawn.” The original design featured open vistas
from Founders Hall, circular clusters of trees on open fields

and a serpentine walk 
of shrubbery in the
English manner.

In 1901, several students
and faculty members 
recognized the need to
properly maintain
Haverford’s maturing
landscape and formed the
Campus Club. The group
oversaw many projects,
including the planting 
of the Pinetum, but 
eventually disbanded. In

1974, through the efforts of John A. Silver, Class of 1925, the
Campus Arboretum Association, now the Haverford College
Arboretum Association, was founded with a commitment to
continue the tradition of beautification and preservation of the
college landscape.

Tree Labeling
Many campus trees have been labeled to encourage an appreciation
of Haverford’s diverse collection. Labels list the common name
of each tree, the botanical name, native habitat and each tree’s
numerical link to the Arboretum’s
database. Tree labels with the
word ‘Horticultural’ denote 
specimens that are cultivars of a
species; these are forms of a plant
that originate in cultivation. 

Each tree label on the self-guided tour bears a number that
corresponds to its description in this booklet.

In addition, several labels include a person’s name, denoting a
special relationship between a Haverford friend and the tree. A
gift can support the purchase of a new tree or the Arboretum’s
continued preservation efforts.

Tree Descriptions
The tree descriptions, map legend and map use symbols which
will help you identify the category of each tree on the tour.

Conifer A plant with
needlelike or scalelike
leaves that usually
remain year-round and
whose exposed seeds are
usually but not always
borne in cones. Most
trees are evergreen, but
several are deciduous,
dropping their needles
each fall.

Deciduous A plant
that loses it leaves at
some time during the
year and stays leafless,
generally, during the
cold season.

370 Lancaster Avenue
Haverford, PA 19041-1392

Haverford College 
Arboretum Hours

The Haverford College Arboretum is open every
day of the year from dawn to dusk. Free Arboretum
guided tours are offered seasonally. Call the
Arboretum Office at 610-896-1101 for dates. 
Group tours by appointment. Fee charged.

Arboretum Office
610-896-1101 or arbor@haverford.edu
www.haverford.edu/Arboretum

instagram.com/haverfordcollegearboretum/

The Haverford College Arboretum Association

offers a program of lectures and guided campus

walks, and welcomes all who share a common

interest in the preservation and maintenance 

of Haverford’s growing collection of trees. 

For membership information, please 

call 610-896-1101. Dawn Redwood
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Deciduous Trees

Conifers

V

Map Legend
1   China-Fir – Cunninghamia lanceolata ‘Chanson’s Gift’

2   Adirondack Crabapple – Malus ‘Adirondack’

3   London Planetree – Platanus x acerifolia

4   Cedar of Lebanon – Cedrus libani

5   American Elm – Ulmus americana

6   Hinoki Falsecypress – Chamaecyparis obtusa

7   Sourwood – Oxydendron arboreum

8   Swamp White Oak – Quercus bicolor

9   Coral Bark Japanese Maple – Acer palmatum
         ‘Sango Kaku’

10  Baldcypress –Taxodium distichum

11  Chinese Scholar Tree – Styphnolobium japonicum, 
         previously Sophora japonica

12  Oriental Spruce – Picea orientalis

13 Kentucky Coffee Tree – Gymnocladus dioica

14  Lacebark Pine – Pinus bungeana

15  Concolor Fir –Abies concolor

16  European Larch – Larix decidua

17  Bur Oak – Quercus macrocarpa

18  Japanese Stewartia – Stewartia pseudocamellia

19  Scarlet Oak – Quercus coccinea

20  California Incense Cedar – Calocedrus decurrens

21  Sweet Bay Magnolia – Magnolia virginiana ‘Henry Hicks’

22 American Beech – Fagus grandifolia

23  White Ash – Fraxinus americana

24  Weeping European Beech – Fagus sylvatica ‘Pendula’

25  Katsura Tree – Cercidiphyllum japonicum

26  Okame Cherry – Prunus ‘Okame’

27  Osage Orange – Maclura pomifera

28  Black Walnut – Juglans nigra

29  Seven-Son Flower – Heptacodium miconioides

30  Paperbark Maple –Acer griseum

31  Nordmann Fir –Abies nordmanniana

32  Japanese Zelkova – Zelkova serrata

33  Northern Japanese Hemlock –Tsuga diversifolia

34  Dawn Redwood – Metasequoia glyptostroboides

35  Lacebark Elm – Ulmus parvifolia ‘Allée’

36  Japanese Tree Lilac – Syringa reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’

Roberts Hall

James House

Parker House Marshall 
Fine Arts
Center
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#33

H-0512A
Northern Japanese Hemlock   
Tsuga diversifolia

This cousin to our Eastern hemlock, 
Tsuga canadensis, does not suffer 
from the same wooly adelgid infestation. Its 
needles are generally shorter and more densely arranged on
the branches than those of our native species. The tree’s
habit is also smaller with a rounded crown.

#34

2004-0019B
Dawn Redwood    
Metasequoia glyptostroboides

This fast-growing conifer was known
only by fossil records before being
discovered growing in China in

1941. It is handsome both as a single
specimen and in groupings as you see here. The needles turn
bronze in the fall, then drop off, only to emerge in new clusters
of bright green the next spring. The shape stays pyramidal,
and the bark becomes dark and fissured with age.

#35.

2005-0029A
Lacebark Elm     
Ulmus parvifolia ‘Allée’

The Lacebark, or Chinese 
Elm, is resistant to Dutch elm and other diseases. It is the
smallest elm, and with its mottled brown-gray bark, is an
attractive tree for the home landscape. The flowers are
insignificant and fall color is usually yellow. The cultivar
‘Allé’ is especially tolerant of urban conditions.

#36

1997-0006A
Japanese Tree Lilac     
Syringa reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’

This attractive small tree is a heavy
bloomer, with 6 to 12-inch long panicles 
of white flowers appearing in May and June.
The fragrance is strong, almost privet-like.
The tree thrives in difficult sites and is highly
resistant to mildew. It develops an oval to

rounded crown, and fits well in the home landscape.

#29

2002-0001B
Seven-son Flower
Heptacodium miconioides

Fall and winter are the prime seasons 
of interest for this small tree. A native of 
China, it was only introduced here in 1980.  
The small white flowers bloom on tiered panicles from August
through October, then drop off, leaving clusters of bright red
sepals. The tree is typically multi-stemmed, all the better to
show off the strips of white and tan exfoliating bark through
the winter months.

#30

1979-0001A
Paperbark Maple 
Acer griseum

The cinnamon red exfoliating
bark on this small Maple tree

makes it a striking statement in the
landscape, no matter the season. The unusual three-part leaf, 
decorative winged seeds and bright red fall foliage are additional
features. Native to Central China, Paperbark Maple grows slowly
and reaches only 20 to 30 feet high.

#31

H-0510A
Nordmann Fir 
Abies nordmanniana

This is one of the more adaptable 
fir species for our area. It presents a 
stately pyramidal silhouette up to 60 feet 
high.  The dense, almost black-green needles hide cones from 
4 to 6 inches long.

#32

1956-0001A
Japanese Zelkova  
Zelkova serrata

While the tough Zelkova is a 
popular street tree because of its 

vase-shaped similarity to the diseased 
and all-but-disappeared American Elm, it
lacks the same grace. Mature trees like this
one can become messy, dropping twigs,
branches and even patches of bark.

#25

H-0147A
Katsura Tree
Cercidiphyllum japonicum

The Katsura bears lovely green heart-shaped leaves in early spring;
interesting little banana-like fruits appear in summer; and in fall
the changing leaves contribute a beautiful yellow to the landscape
and release a sweet odor reminiscent of cotton candy. When
mature, this round-topped tree can spread up to 60 feet wide.

#26

2012-0013B
Okame Cherry
Prunus ‘Okame’

The pale pink haze of blooms
on the Okame makes it the

first cherry to bloom in our area each
spring. The tree is a fast grower, yet retains its small size and
fine texture. Those features, plus the fact it is fruitless and
therefore doesn’t create a mess on the ground, make 
it a desirable ornamental for the home landscape.

#27

H-0151A
Osage Orange
Maclura pomifera

Generations of children have given 
Haverford’s Osage Orange its well-deserved 
nickname: the Climbing Tree. A native of Arkansas and Texas,
the tree was named for the Osage Indians who made strong
bows from its orange-colored inner wood. This tree fell many
years ago but it has continued to grow in its reclining state and
has become a living sculpture. In fall, the grapefruit-sized green
fruits are hard to miss. In general, the tree grows 20 to 40 feet
tall with a comparable spread.

#28

H-0157A
Black Walnut
Juglans nigra

To furniture manufacturers, the
Black Walnut means fine wood. To Haverford’s large squirrel
population, it represents a food supply. To tree lovers, the Black
Walnut means a massive specimen with a spreading crown of stout
branches, deeply-furrowed bark and dark green compound
leaves. The Black Walnut is among the first trees to lose its
leaves in the fall and the last to leaf out in the spring. 

#21

2005-0007A
Sweet Bay Magnolia
Magnolia virginiana ‘Henry Hicks’

The Sweet Bay Magnolia produces
fragrant white flowers in June and July and  
cone-like fruits in fall. It holds its dark green leaves well into the
winter months. This native tree can vary from a single-stemmed
tree to a large, multi-stemmed shrub, making it perfect for the
home landscape as it grows to about 20 feet high.

#22

H-0137B
American Beech
Fagus grandifolia

The distinctive smooth gray bark of the native
beech makes it easy to identify in the landscape. This

woodland tree becomes a massive specimen, up to 70 feet tall
and almost as wide, when given room to spread. In fall, the
leaves turn light brown and often remain to rattle in the winter
wind. The tree produces a preponderance of beechnuts, small
burred fruit, that are a major food source for many wildlife species.

#23

H-0143A
White Ash
Fraxinus americana

The bark of this native tree is furrowed
in a pronounced diamond pattern, and
the leaves are pinnately compound,
meaning they are composed of smaller
leaflets arranged on both sides of a common axis. Give this 50
to 80-foot tall tree plenty of room to grow. Because of its
strong, straight-splitting wood, the White Ash is considered one
of the best hardwoods and perfect for making baseball bats.

#24

1971-0001A
Weeping European Beech
Fagus sylvatica ‘Pendula’

One of the many cultivars of the European
Beech, this tree exhibits the familiar leaves,
buds and gray bark of the species. It is the form

of the Weeping European Beech that sets it apart as an unusual
landscape specimen, and is especially intriguing when viewed
in winter without its leaves. No two are exactly alike in either
size or growth habit.

#17

1834-0001A
Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa

A majestic presence at the corner of Magill 
Library, this Bur Oak appears on William Carvill’s 
original campus plan of 1834. Construction of the
curved ramp entrance to the 1968 library addition 
further preserved this massive tree by lessening the impact on
the tree’s roots. Bur Oaks are easily identified by their “woolly”
capped acorns and broad, round lobed leaves.

#18

1969-0001A
Japanese Stewartia
Stewartia pseudocamellia

This small, multi-stemmed tree fits well in
the home landscape. It is prized for summer

flowers, brilliant fall foliage and handsome pattern of
gray, orange and reddish brown exfoliating bark, all adding up to a
plant with year-round interest.  In July, when spring-blooming
trees are only a mass of green leaves, the Stewartia opens its
creamy white blooms that resemble camellias.

#19

H-0492A
Scarlet Oak
Quercus coccinea

Scarlet Oaks grow very tall with an open, rounded head. The
deeply-cut bristle-tipped leaves of this native tree are noted for
their vibrant fall color, but our mature specimen has a genetic
propensity for brown leaves in autumn. Our tree has been measured
at 19 1/2 feet in circumference, 98 feet tall and 110 feet wide, 
making it a Pennsylvania State Champion, the largest known
measured Scarlet Oak in the state.

#20

1991-0008A
California Incense Cedar
Calocedrus decurrens

With scale-like leaves, small cones, and
a stiff and narrowly upright shape, this

tree could be mistaken for a species of Thuja or Arborvitae. But
the California Incense Cedar, native to the West Coast, is much
rarer in our region. Our specimen was planted in 1991. The
leaves and drooping branches give it a feathery appearance, and,
in fact, it is much softer to the touch than most conifers.

#13

H-0570A
Kentucky Coffee Tree
Gymnocladus dioica

While this native tree does not offer 
conspicuous flowers or fine shade, the 
Kentucky Coffee Tree is admired for its 
tall, commanding structure and thick brown 
pods which remain on the tree until late winter. Growing up to 75
feet, it forms a striking winter silhouette in maturity and tolerates
drought, urban conditions and a range of soils. 

#14

2001-0016A
Lacebark Pine
Pinus bungeana

The Lacebark Pine is valued for its
low branching habit, bright green needles and multiple trunks.
What sets this tree apart from other pines, however, is the smooth
gray-green bark that exfoliates, exposing cream-colored inner
wood and creating a mottled pattern of unusual interest and
beauty. The tree is a slow-grower, eventually reaching 30 to 50
feet tall, and needs well-drained soil.

#15

2010-0016A
Concolor Fir
Abies concolor

This is one of the few firs that thrive in
our area because it is tolerant of heat and drought. Its native
range is Colorado to Mexico. The flat, bluish needles curve
upward along the branch and make the tree easy to identify. 
Its 3 to 4-inch long cones are roughly egg-shaped, but usually
disintegrate while still on the tree.

#16

H-0501A
European Larch

Larix decidua

The soft green needles of the European
Larch grow in tufts along pendulous branchlets,
giving the tree a graceful appearance. In the fall,

however, the needles of this deciduous conifer turn tan and then
drop, adding an interesting structure to the winter landscape.
The numerous cones add to the pendulous nature of the tree. It
can grow 75 feet tall and 25 to 30 feet wide.

#9

2002-0020A
Coral Bark Japanese Maple
Acer palmatum ‘Sango Kaku’

There are many, many cultivars of Japanese 
Maple, but the Sango Kaku literally stands out because in fall and
winter the bark, especially on young twigs and branches, turns
anywhere from a showy pink to a crimson red. This coloration
becomes subdued in summer. The tree grows slowly into an
upright, vase-shaped form. Its leaves are the typical 5 to 7-lobed
form of a Japanese Maple, and turn yellow in the fall.  

#10

2005-0050A
Baldcypress
Taxodium distichum

This native tree is one of only a few
deciduous conifers, shedding its needles 

each fall after they turn from green to bronze. The tall and
pyramidal-shaped tree grows well in wet locations where it can
develop protuberances or “knees” around the tree base. The
Baldcypress’ small, round cones are about 1-inch in diameter.

#11

H-0568A
Chinese Scholar Tree
Styphnolobium japonicum [Sophora japonica]

One of the few summer-blooming trees, the 
Chinese Scholar Tree produces large, creamy-white clusters of
flowers followed by fleshy, bean-like pods. The litter from the
fruit makes it a poor specimen to plant near sidewalks and
patios. Also, the tree can be damaged by summer storms when
it is heavily laden with fruit and leaves. Virtually pest-free and
environmentally tolerant, a mature tree develops a rounded
crown and spreads up to 70 feet wide.

#12

H-0527A
Oriental Spruce
Picea orientalis

Spruces grow in the cooler regions of the 
Northern Hemisphere and can be identified

by their dense, symmetrical form, pendulous
branches and cones, and the woody peg at the
base of each needle. The Oriental Spruce has very
short, dark green needles and takes on a compact
and narrow shape of over 60 feet tall.

#5

1915-0001A
American Elm
Ulmus americana
Haverford is fortunate to have several healthy
American Elms, plus one claims a historic link to the past. In
1682, William Penn made a pact of peace and unity with the
Lenni Lenape Nation under an American Elm. This tree is a
direct descendant of the famous Penn Treaty Elm and is the last of
a group of seven planted on campus in 1915. This native tree has
been all but wiped out by the insect-borne Dutch elm disease.

#6

H-0565C
Hinoki Falsecypress
Chamaecyparis obtusa

In the rich flora of Japan, the Hinoki
Falsecypress is considered one of the
most beautiful trees. At Haverford, our
specimen justifies this distinction with its

dark green, scale-like foliage, small intricately-incised cones
and elegant columnar form. This tree is a Pennsylvania State
Champion, the largest known tree of its kind in the state, and
measures 75 feet tall, 46 feet wide.

#7

1997-0023A
Sourwood
Oxydendron arboreum
Our native Sourwood can be 
a finicky tree to establish in the landscape 
but its flowers and fall foliage easily make up for any extra
effort. Dangling tassels of tiny white flowers appear in June, and
the resulting fruit persists on the tree as an easy identification
feature. In the fall, the light green leaves darken to a range of
yellows, reds and deep maroons.

#8

1834-0002A
Swamp White Oak

Quercus bicolor

The Latin name tells us that this is an oak
with leaves of two colors: dark green on the upper

surface and silver underneath. The common name reminds us
of its native habitat. Not confined to a swampy site, Haverford’s
lofty specimen, documented on the original 1834 campus
landscape plan, provides cooling shade and a splendid backdrop
for commencement exercises on the quadrangle every May.

#1

2006-0033A
China-Fir
Cunninghamia lanceolata 
’Chanson’s Gift’

Despite its common name, the China-Fir 
is related to the yew, not the fir. It has large 
flat needles, pendulous branches and cones 
that form at the branch tips. This cultivar is 
more compact and pyramidal in shape than the straight species.

#2

2003-0040C
Adirondack Crabapple 
Malus ‘Adirondack’

This crabapple cultivar is top of
the list for its heavy bloom and
resistance to disease. In spring,
the crimson flower buds open to
white with hints of red. Fall fruits

are red to orange red. The Adirondack crabapple grows
best in full sun and will reach 9 feet high.

#3

H-0575C
London Planetree  
Platanus x acerifolia

This tough street tree, a hybrid of 
our native sycamore and the Eurasian 
species, was planted extensively in London 
to combat the coal-polluted air. It is an 
imposing tree, growing 70 to 100 feet high 
and 65 to 80 feet wide. The exfoliating cream to olive-colored
bark stands out in all seasons.

#4

1951-0002A
Cedar of Lebanon
Cedrus libani

A native of Asia Minor, the
Cedar of Lebanon was the

largest known tree in Biblical times. This 
tree grows to over 100 feet tall and bears short,

stiff needles in tufts and upright barrel-shaped cones on its
large limbs. 




