Relg.107A: Vocabularies of Islam

Professor Travis Zadeh

Class schedule: MW 12:30-2pm

Location: Gest 101

Office Hours: Wed. 2:30-4:30pm or by appointment
Office: 206Link INSC

E-mail: tzadeh@haverford.edu

Course Description

This course provides students with an introdudion to the founddiond concepts of Idam, its
religious inditutions and the diverse ways in which Mudims undestand and practice ther
religion. We explore the vocabularies surrounding core issues of scripture, prophehood, law,
ritud, theology, mysticism, literature, and art fromtheearly period until the present. Attentionis
given to the diversity of Idam as a civilizationd complex in a variety of temporal and spatial
settings

Course Design

The subdance of the course centers on lectures and discussions of primary source materia in
trandation, and draws on relevant audio/visud sources to highlight key conaepts andissues. The
oveall progression will be chronological, from the origins of Idam, throughthe development of
Qrlassica Oinditutions and into the present day.

Course Goals

Students will achieve an undestanding of the diverse expressions of Idam as a religious
tradition, both historically and culturaly. In addition, students will acquire a broader
undestanding of problems related to the study of religion while developing andytical skills
applicable to other fieldsof inquiry.

Required Texts Available for Purchase

Carl Erng, Following Muhammad.

FatimaMerniss, TheVeil andthe Male Elite.

Andrew Rippin, Mudims.

Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis. The Sory of a Childhood
Bernard Weiss, The Sprit of Idamic Law.

ThePlace of Tolerance in ISam, ed. AbouEl Fadl, et al..

Cour se Website
The course webste on Blackboad contains PDFs of the readings marked with an asterisk (*) in
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the syllabus which can be printed for free in the McGill Library. Othe audioivisud materia is
poded on the webdgte for the pumposes of discussion and lecture. Additiondly, youwill find links
to important internet resources for the study of Islam.

Requirements

Attendance and participaion by way of constructive discussion are required for successful
completion of the course. Weekly joumd entries to be submitted throughthe course webdte on
Blackboad will be dueby 5pmeach Tuesday. Toward the middle of the course, studentsin will
begin to give presentations on selected topics of 10-15 minutes in length. One short essay (4-6
pages) will be required in respons to the film, The Message A quiz on geography and core
vocabulary, amid-term and afind exam will cove key concepts and termstreated in the course.

Grading

Attendance & Participaion 10%
Weekly Joumd Entries 10%
Short Essay (9/24) 15%
Map and Vocabulary Quiz (10/8) 10%
Presentation 10%
Mid-term Exam (11/7) 20%
Find Exam 25%

Weekly Journal Entries

The Blackboad site for the course has a link to pod weekly joumd responss to the readings
and to discussion questions To assist you with the reading material in the course and to prepare
you for discussion, you will keep a weekly computer joumd (2 pages per week; approximately
500words). The purpos of thejoumd is:

a) to think aboutconaepts and ideas you learnt in class;
b) to undestand the conaepts and issues brought out by thereadings

Yourjoumd entries may be informal in tone but your writing should be coherent. Thegod isto
record your ideas and reactions with ease. Keep the following questions in mind: Wha new
conaepts and terms are you learning? What ideas, terms, issues have you not undestood?What
new questions have the lectures and readings raised for you? The joumd will give you an
oppotunity to explore connections assimilate and synthesize material, to improve your writing
and articulation skills, and to hdp you prepare questions and think about issues that you may
want to raise for discussionin sections

Thecomputer joumd conditutes 10% of thefind grade Each student beginswith 100 points for
this requirement. Theweekly joumd entry is dueby 5pmeach Tuesday; since late entries defeat
the pumpos of this exercise, you will automatically lose 5 points for every joumd entry not
finished on time. Unsatisfactory joumd entries, which show evidence tha the reading was not
done or show little effort, will also be marked down. Students who are timely and write
satisfactory joumads stand to earn the full 10%
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Presentations

Toward the middle of the semester, students in groupsof two to three will give presentations 10-
15 minutes long, on topics relevant to the week@ readings  These presentationswill continueon
throughouttheremainde of thecourse. After registrationis findized, thetopics will be assigned
by the professor and will consst of historical figures, places, and socda movements central to the
study of Idam. Thegroupsof presenters will be paired up aphabetically according to last name.
Any changes in the paringswill need to be approved by the professor in advance. The pumpose
of this exercise is twofold:

a) to developresearch skills relevant to the study of 1lam.
b) to build communication skills and effective publc speaking.

With these gods in mind, presentations should aim to condsely elucidate for therest of the class
the broader significance of each given topic. The presentations which consist of 10% of the
find grade, should be both well researched and well prepared. As each member of the groupis
expected to participae equdly in the presentation, students are strongly encouraged to work
togeher in the preparation of material.

Short Essay

In the third week of the course, Thursday, September 20, a screening of the film The Message
will be scheduled outside class. Students are to write short essays (4-6 doublke spaced pages) in
respong to the film, drawing on the primary and seconday material on the formative period
covered in the course. The essays, due Monday, September 24, should in some mannea explore
thevariousdepictionsand representationsof the early stages of Idam.
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Unit One: Foundations
WEEK 1: Idam(s)
9/3 Introdudionto thecourse, ONha isldam?0

9/5  Said, Ompossible Histories: Why the many Islams cannot be simplified,O Harper®
Magaine pp.69-74.*
Carl Erng, Following Muhammad, pp. 2-69.

WEEK 2: Formative History

9/10 Ibnlsh!q, Stra, pp. 1047,111-121, 1657.*
Rippin, Mudims, 9-21.
Erng, Following Muhanmmad, pp. 73-92

9/12 Mu!ammad b. Jar'r a-" aba" (d. 923, TheHistory of al-! abar. Volume I X: TheLag
Years of the Prophet, OAn Accountof the Day on which the Messenger of God Died and
His AgeOat 183-206*
HughKennaly, The Prophd andthe Age of the Caliphates, London:Longman, 1985,15-
81*

WEEK 3: Qur@n
9/17 Qur@n, S"ras1,96-99, 109-114*
Rippin, Mudims, pp. 22-43.
Esack, Orhe Qur®n in theLives of Mudims,Opp. 13-29*

9/19 Qur(n, Stras12,55* [Genesis 39:1-19 and Qur@n 12:21-34]
Erng, Following Muhammad, pp.93-105
Esack, Gathering the Qurdn,Opp. 78-99.*

9/20 Screening of The Message directed by MougaphaAkkad, 8pm Hilles 108.

WEEK 4: The Prophet Muhammad

9/24 Al-Ghazz! I", 0he Book of the Condud of Life as Exemplified by the Prophdic
Character,Opp. 437-492*
Schimmel, And Muharmmad is His Messenge, pp. 3-55*
**Short Paper Due on The MessageO**

9/26 Shaaf a-D"n a-Nawaw". Orhe Forty Traditionsof al-Nawaw",Otrandated by Arthur
Jeffrey, A Reade onldam pp.142-160*
Rippin, Mudims, pp. 44-58.

Unit Two: Early Diversity

WEEK 5: Ritual Pradice

10/1 OneThousand Roadsto Mecca, ed. Wolfe, pp. xiii-xxvii, 11-50.
Rippin, Mudims, pp. 103-117.

10/ Renard, evotion: Ritud and Persond Prayer,0Seven Doorsto Iam, pp.35-74.*

-4-
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Nelson, Orhe Soundof the Divinein Daily Life,Opp.257-61
**T ake-home Map and Vocabulary Quiz**
WEEK 6: Idamic Law

108 Weiss, The Sprit of Idamic Law, pp. 24-87.
BackgroundReading: Erng, Following Muhammad, pp. 108141

1010 Weiss, The Sprit of ISamic Law, pp. 88-144.
ShifiO, Ris#la, pp. 88-108*

WEEK 7: Philosophy and Theology
10/15 Rosnthd, TheClassical Heritagein Idam, pp. 74-82*
Rippin, Mudims, pp. 73-87.

10/17 Ab#a-MuCn al-Nasaf" (d. 1114) O\ Theological Tractate, TheBa"r al-Kal#mO
trandated by Arthur Jeffrey, A Reade onldam pp. 375456*
David Waines, An Introdudionto Islam, pp. 103-132.*

WEEK 8: Shi@sim

1022 Rippin, Mudims, pp. 121-135.
Erng, Following Muhammad, pp. 168174
Chdkowski, Ora@iyeh: IndigenousAvant-Garde Thestre of Iran,Opp. 1-11, Beeman,
CCultural Dimengonsof Performance Conventions in Iranian TaQiyeh,Opp. 24-31, from
TaGyeh *

1024 Tabaaba, GDn theKnowedgeof the Imam,OShidte Isam, pp. 173-182,190
217*
Jaffri, Muharam Ceremoniesin India,Opp. 222-7; Mazzoui, GBhidsm and Ashuraiin
South LebanonOpp. 22837; Metin And, O'he Muharam Observances in Anaolian
Turkey,Opp. 23854, from TaGiyeh.*

Film: Shi®sm Waiting for the Hidden Imam, by Bakhtaoui and Ballout

WEEK 9: Sufism

1029 Ibn @rab" The Meccan Revelations pp. 201-30.
Schimmel, Mystical Dimengonsof Isam QVha is Sufism,Opp. 3-22.*
Rippin, Mulsims, pp. 136-148.

10/31 Rumi, Masau, trans Nicholson, (val. ii) pp.5-6; 17-21*
Erng, Following Muhammad, pp. 164168 174182.

WEEK 10: Music, Art, And Architecture

115 Erng, Following Muhammad, pp.182-198
Nasr, Ontrodudion®8 GArt and the Sacred,Oldlammic Art and Sgrituality, pp. 2-86*
The Mogque History, Architectural development and Regional Diversity, pp. 17-70.*
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11/7  **In Class Mid-Term Exam**
Barry, Figurative Art in Medieval Iam, pp. 49-55.
Rosenthd, The Classical Heritagein Iam, pp. 265-6.*

Unit Three: Modern Expressions

WEEK 11:Idamin local contextsN Iran

11/12 Mottahedeh, The Mantie of the Prophd, pp. 7-68.*
Satrapi, Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood,pp. 3-71.
BackgroundReading:
Cleveland, Orhelranian Revolution Opp. 410-35*

11/14 Sullivan, GEluding the Feminist, Overthrowing the Moden: Transormationsin 20th
Century Iran,ORemaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle-Eag, ed. Abu-
Lughod,pp. 215242*

Satrapi, Persepolis. The Sory of a Childhood,pp. 72-153.

WEEK 12:Idamin local contextsN The Indian Subcontinent )

1119 Gottschdk, Mapping Mudims,Opp. 3-17; Mayaram, (Beyond Ethnicity,Opp. 18-39,
from Lived Idam in Suth Asa ed. Reifeld & Ahmad *
Kugle, The Oxford handbod of Globd Rdigions Qslamic commurities in South Asia,0
pp. 465491*

1121 Schimme, TheEmpire of the Great Mughds, pp. 107-41*

WEEK 13:Idamin local contextN North America

1126 Haddad, Orhe Dynamics of Idamic Identity in North America,0 Mudims on the
Americanization Path?, ed. Haddal, et ., pp. 19-46*
GhaneaBass, Conpeting Visionsof Idamin the United States, pp. 23-42*

11/28 AbouEl Fadl, GBtriking a Balance: Isamic Legd Discourses on Mudim
Minorities, OMudims on the Americanization Path?, ed. Haddad, et al., pp. 47-64*
Nuruddin, Q\frican-American Mudims and the Question of Identity,OMudims on the
Americanization Path?, ed. Haddal, et a., pp.215263*

Film: MalcomX, directed by Spike L ee.

WEEK 14: Mudim Women

12/3 FatimaMerniss, TheVeil andthe Male Elite, pp.1-14,85-114.
Riffat Hassan, Mudim Women and Pog-Patriarchal |slam,OAfter Patriarchy, pp. 39-64 *
BackgroundReading:
C. Erng, Following Muhammad, pp. 142-151.

125 FatimaMerniss, TheVeil andthe Male Elite, pp.115195.
BackgroundReading:
Rippin, Mudims, pp. 285-300.
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WEEK 15: Modernity and Tolerancein ISam
12/10 ThePlace of Tolerancein Isam, ed. AbouEl Fadl, et a., pp. 3-60.

12/12 ThePlace of ToleraneeinIdam ed. AbouEl Fadl, et al., 61-112.
Erng, Following Muhammad, pp.200-214

FINAL EXAM to be scheduled



