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Few in Lower Merion are
aware that Haverford College
has a radio station. Years ago,
WHRC was a Federal
Communications Commission
approved AM broadcasting sta-
tion going out over the airwaves.
Then student interest waned.

“When I came here three years
ago, we didn’t have a radio sta-
tion,” says Dan Silver, Haverford
senior and station general man-
ager. “The studios were used for
storage and the frequency and
call letters had been sold off by
the students in charge of the sta-
tion to sponsor a rock band’s
concert at Haverford.”

Sarah Craft, Dan Silver and
others decided to reestablish the
station and they have been
“closed” broadcasting for the
past three years. The station
broadcasts through the electrical
lines to transmitters located in
the basements of the dorm and
Haverford College Apartments
just off-campus in Ardmore.
Students can then listen on the
AM band of their radios.

Through funds from the stu-
dent council and alumni dona-
tion, they have been upgrading
their equipment, such as a new
audio sound mixer, turntables,
CD and cassette players and com-
puters. Last year, they joined the
Internet, and many students lis-
ten through their computers,
which are networked to the col-
lege. The station runs Shoutcast
for MP3 streaming and
QuickTime for Apple based play-
ers. The station’s library of
recordings is large enough so
they random play for 24 hours, at
present, and then they will begin
live broadcasting as of Sept. 21. 

“The computers also allow stu-
dents to send requests to the live
disc jockeys, and a new phone
coupler allows call-ins to be put
on the air,” Dan notes. “This
semester, we have 14 on the staff,
and over the semester, the on-air
staff will expand to over 100,
with some shows doubling up on
disc jockeys. The bulk of the out-
put is music, and the choice of
music is up to the disc jockeys.
They may get an hour or two-
hour show and can play what
they like, as well as take requests.
Our musical library is expanding
as producers send us demos.

“We hope to add more student
announcements, topical talk

shows and sports.  Last year, we
broadcast some basketball
games. This year, we hope to add
men’s and women’s soccer
broadcast, as well as other
sports. This means that parents
around the country are able to
tune in Haverford’s web radio
and hear a live broadcast of their
sons’ and daughters’ sport events
either here or at Bryn Mawr. We
would also like to report more on
the Philadelphia music scene,
such as concerts, interviews and
events.”

“The immediate priority is to
regain listeners. Most students
know we’re here, but not enough
tune us in regularly.

Unfortunately a return to low-
band AM airwave radio for
schools and neighborhoods
around the country is tied up in
the courts presently as the big
FM stations see it as a threat.”

Anyone with Internet access
can hear the station at
www.whrcradio.com. You can
receive the station by download-
ing the free Win Amp program,
then go back to Google,
Northern Light or Yahoo and
search for: “whrcradio
Haverford College.” When you
get the whrcradio screen, click
on the Win Amp icon and the sta-
tion will begin to play.
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Haverford College radio returns

Dan Silver, Haverford senior and general manager of
WHRC radio at Haverford.
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Narberth’s history
Continued from Page 9

Another unique and historic
building in the borough is the
Price House, built in 1803, on
Montgomery Avenue that now
houses Lankenau Hospital’s Thrift
Shop. The house was built by the
Price family who arrived in
Narberth as one of the first wave
of Welsh Quaker immigrants to
reach Pennsylvania in 1682
Edward R. Price was born in the
house, lived in it all his life and
died in it. 
A Quaker farmer, he founded the
town of Elm that later became
known as Narberth. One of the
streets he developed is now called
Price Avenue.      

Change came to the area when
farmer William Thomas gave the
go-ahead to the railroad to con-
struct a rail station on his land and
he is believed to be the one who
suggested the name of Elm
Station.

Once the train station was built,
residents were anxious to build a
town around it and that task fell to
Price who made his move “on the
300th anniversary of the formal
resolve that a group of persecuted
Welsh Quakers made, including
his ancestors, to leave their home-
land and settle in America here on
the Merion Welsh tract,” wrote
Donohue.

In April 1881, on his own inher-
ited farm, Price officially estab-
lished the nucleus of a town. He
selected architect Isaac Harding
Hobbs, who was producing house
designs for Godey’s Lady’s Book, a
then-popular and influential
women’s magazine. The large
homes he developed were referred
to as “Godey’s Lady’s Book
Village.” 

Price gave this new settlement a
Quaker tilt by hand selecting Elm’s
“first family” that included
American Naturalist John
Bartram’s grandson Samuel
Richards, was a land developer
who could trace his family roots to
Merionth in Northern Wales. His
wife Elizabeth Ellison was the
daughter of a prominent Quaker
industrialist. Their son Samuel
Bartram Richards wed Mary
Dorrance Evans of the Campbell
Soup family. 

One of the Godey’s Lady’s
Book Village homes that is still
standing is the Vauclain/Barrie
House at 206 Price Avenue which
is now used as a parsonage for the
United Methodist Church of

Narberth. In 1885, the home’s
first owner was Samuel M.
Vauclain, the chairman of the
Baldwin Locomotive Works. Their
next-door neighbor was brass
foundry owner T. Broom Belfield
whose country residence is now
the site of the Montgomery Court
Apartments. 

After Price died in 1887, a tract
adjacent to his farm was pur-
chased by a land investment com-
pany headed by Philadelphia
lawyer John J. Ridgeway who was
later to name all the streets in the
borough in alphabetical order and
introduced the use of the name
Narberth for Narberth Avenue
early in 1888.

His firm conveyed its property
to a female developer, S. Almira
Vance, 66, who “with the stroke of
a pen” became the largest devel-
oper of housing in the Elm Station
vicinity. In its early days her tract
of 58 acres became known as
Narberth Park. The Narberth Park
Association was formed on Oct. 9,
1889 as the group sought to
become autonomous even though
it only included 45 houses. Soon
the group dropped the word Park
from their organization as they
sought to win their own Post
Office, which they did in 1890 on
the north side of the train station.
In 1892 the name was changed
from Elm to Narberth and in 1893
the group began to “look into the
advisability of obtaining a borough
charter.” 

Many of the owners of large
properties, as well as railroad offi-
cials, opposed the borough char-
ter and Judge Aaron S. Swartz
ruled against granting the charter.  

Phase Two of the development
of the borough saw three simulta-
neous tract house developments
begin construction by 1890,
including one that had its own
waterworks and water tower, and
all three which included their own
churches. 

In June 1894 a larger group of
residents that included 129 prop-
erty owners again petitioned the
county court for a borough charg-
er and were more successful a sec-
ond time in 1895 as the judges
voted seven to four in favor of
granting the charter. 

The same year the borough was
incorporated Grover Cleveland
was president; Adlai E. Stevenson
was vice-president; motion pic-
tures were introduced; The Red
Badge of Courage was written; a
half-gallon of milk sold for 14 cents

while a dozen eggs sold for 21
cents and Oscar Hammerstein II
and Rudolf Valentino were born.

With its boundaries the same
then as they are today, Narberth is
an island of self-rule completely
surrounded by Lower Merion
Township and is sometimes called
“the hole in the donut” or “the
heart of the Main Line.” Students
living in Narberth attend Lower
Merion Township Schools, unless
they are going to parochial school,
and then they attend St.
Margaret’s School in Narberth.
The borough has its own police
department, fire department and
government consisting of a mayor,
borough council and borough
manager.

Emblazoned on the center of
Narberth’s corporate seal is an
elm tree. In 1914 the cherry blos-
som was chosen as the town tree
and you can still find hundreds of
cherry trees lining the streets in
Narberth and Penn Valley.

“The appearance of the town
center along our Haverford
Avenue main street changes very
rapidly just after self-rule began, as
if we had to do everything to make
ourselves look like a town,” wrote
Donohue. Elm Hall was built on
Forrest Avenue to house both the
borough offices and the fire com-
pany. A YMCA was built in 1908.
A large commercial complex with
apartments facing the train station
just east of Essex Avenue was
designed.

Before World War I and contin-
uing into the 1920s the borough
saw a building trend toward single
and semi-detached homes. By the
late 1920s, apartment house con-
struction began to step up its pace.
The Narberth Civic Association
was founded and among its first
acts was the creation of the week-
ly newspaper Our Town. The civic
association also took on the task
of establishing a “garden city” on a
swampy tract of land now known
as Narbrook Park. 

Narberth’s population had
tripled by the end of its first
decade as a borough and contin-
ued to rise sharply throughout
the 1920s but slowed down a bit
in the 1930s. The borough hit its
peak population of just under
6,000 residents in 1950.
According to the 1990 census,
Narberth was home to 1,900
households and 4,278 residents.
The median household income
was $44,823. The average price
of a home was $199,531.
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