WHAT IS AN INSTINCT ?

the presence of such outlandish stimuli?
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‘Why does the hen, for example, submit
herself to the tedium of incubating such
s fearfully uninteresting set of objects
as a nestful of eggs, unless she have
some sort of a prophetic inkling of the
result? The only answer is ad homi-
nem. We can only interpret the in-
stinets of brutes by what we know of
instinets in ourselves. Why do men
always lie down, when they can, on soft
beds rather than on hard floors ? Why
do they sit round the stove on a cold
day? Why, in a room, do they place
themselves, ninety-nine times out of a
hundred, with their faces toward its
middle rather than to the wall? Why
do they prefer saddle of mutton and
champagne to hard-tack and ditch-
water ?  Why does the maiden interest
the youth so that everything about her
seems more important and significant
than anything else in the world ? Noth-
ing more can be said than that these
are human ways, and that every creat-
ure likes its own ways, and takes to the
following them as a matter of course.
Science may come and consider these
ways, and find that most of them are
useful. But it is not for the sake of
their utility that they are followed, but
because at the moment of following
them we feel that that is the only appro-
priate and natural thing to do. Not one
man in a billion, when taking his din-
ner ever thinks of utility. He eats be-
cause the food tastes good and makes
him want more. If you ask him why
he should want to eat more of what
tastes like that, instead of revering you
as a philosopher he will probably laugh
at you for a fool. The connection be-

turn our wits so upside down? The
common man can only say, ““of course
we smile, of course our heart palpitates
at the sight of the crowd, of course we
love the maiden, that beautiful soul clad
in that perfect form, so palpably and
flagrantly made from all eternity to be
loved!”

tween the savory sensation and the act
it awakens is for him absolute and
selbstverstdndlich, an “a priori syn-
thesis” of the most perfect sort, need-
ing no proof but its own evidence. It
takes, in short, what Berkeley calls a
mind debauched by learning to carry
the process of making the natural seem
strange so far as to ask for the why of
any instinctive humanact. To the met-
aphysician alone can such questions oc-
cur as: Why do wesmile, when pleased,
and not scowl? Why are we unable to
talk to a crowd as we talk to a single
friend? Why does a particular maiden

And so probably does each animal
feel about the particular things it tends
to do in presence of particular objects.
They, too, are a priort syntheses. To
the lion it is the lioness which is made
to be loved ; to the bear, the she-bear.
To the broody hen the notion would prob-
ably seem monstrous that there should
be a creature in the world to whom a
nestful of eggs was not the utterly fas-
cinating and precious and never-to-be-
too-much-sat-upon object which it is to
her.*

Thus we may be sure that, however
mysterious some animals’ instincts may
appear to us, our instinets will appear
no less mysterious to them. And we
may conclude that, to the animal which
obeys it, every impulse and every step
of every instinct shines with its own
sufficient light, and seems at the mo-
ment the only eternally right and proper
thing to do. It is done for its own sake
exclusively. 'What voluptuous thrill may
not shake a fly, when she at last discov-
ers the one particular leaf, or carrion,
or bit of dung, that out of all the world
can stimulate her ovipositor to its dis-
charge? Does not the discharge then
seem to her the only fitting thing?
And need she care or know anything
about the future maggot and its food ?

Since the egg-laying instincts are
simple examples to consider, a few quo-
tations about them from Schneider may
be serviceable :

“The phenomenon so often talked
about, so variously interpreted, so sur-

* ¢ Tt would be very simple-minded to suppose that bees
follow their queen, and protect her and care for her, be-
cause they are aware that without her the hive would
become extinct, The odor or the aspect of their queen is
manifestly agreeable to the bees—that is why they love her
g§0. Does not all true love base itself on agreeable percep-
tions much more than on representations of utility ?»
Schneider ;: Thierische Wille, p. 187. A priori, there is no
reason to suppose that any sensation might not in some
animal cause any emotion and any impulse. To us it
seems unnatural that an odor should directly excite anger
or fear ; or a color, lust. Yet there are creatures to which
some smells are quite as frightful as any sounds, and very
likily others to which color is as much a sexual irritant
as form.
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