


No Dining Center, no courtyard, no paved walkways…in the 1880s, the
north side of Founders Hall seemed rather barren compared to how it
appears today. Notice the small, house-like structure with the clothesline
beside it. It was, indeed, the laundry building, reports Arboretum Plant
Curator Martha Van Artsdalen: Back in the days when Founders was a
dormitory, the students’ bedding and the dining room’s tablecloths and
napkins were washed by a house mother. (Look closely and you can see
long johns drying on the line!) 

“The building also might have housed some split wood for the fireplaces
along the other side,” reports Van Artsdalen. Today, a new wing of
Founders—and a grand tree—occupy the space where the laundry
building was sited.
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