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Joseph H. Greene's Letters and Reports from Beijing, China, 1984-87

Summary Information

Repository Haverford College Quaker & Special Collections

Title Joseph H. Greene's Letters and Reports from Beljing, 1984-1987
Date [inclusive] 1984-1987

Extent 2.0 Boxes

Language English

Abstract L etters and monthly reports from Beijing, Chinafrom 1984-1987 by

Joseph H. Greene who was a Bank of America Vice-President and
Representative. The papers record economic, political and cultural issues
in China at the end of the 1980s.
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Joseph H. Greene's Letters and Reports from Beijing, China, 1984-87

Biographical/Historical note

Joseph H. Greene (1930-) is amember of the Haverford College class of 1952 who majored in political
science. After college he came to Japan and realized his great interest in Asia. He spent abrief time at an
Italian University and then received an M.A. in East Asian studies at New Y ork University while working
in the international department of the Bank of Americain N.Y. The bank sent him to their Singapore
office in late 1960, then to Saigon in 1968, followed by Jakarta until mid-1970, then Singapore for 3
years. In 1973, he moved to Houston, then Los Angeles and back to New Y ork before being dispatched
to China. Greene became the Vice President and Representative of Bank of Americain Beijing, China.
(information from aletter from Greenein this collection dated Sept. 21, 1987)

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Haverford College Quaker & Special Collections

Controlled Access Headings

Geographic Name(s)

* Baijing (China)
* China--Economic conditions--1949-
* China--Politics and government--1949-

Per sonal Name(s)

* Greene, Joseph H.
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Collection Inventory

Letters, 1984-1987 Thelettersare primarily copies made by Greene befor e sending, Box

in case the originals were lost

Scope and Contents note

The letters begin with an explanatory essay, somewhat in the form of adiary entry
beginning in January 1984, giving the details of Joseph Greene's arrival in Beijing via
Hong Kong and the official work that needed to be done in order for him to start his job,
aswell as adetailed description of his daily life and the people who worked with him.
Each of the letters, directed to various people, likely friends, provides a different facet of
life or a specific event in Beljing or travel to another part of China. In particular, thereis
some information about Chinese politics and government, trade issues, Chinese character
traits and some about his work, travel, friends and acquaintances and daily life, particularly
visiting placesin Beijing and cultural life. The final set of letters, June-December 1987
includes some photographs, including the Bank of Americabuilding in Beijing and one of
Joe Greene, along with a newspaper article that gives few details about Greene.

Reports, 1984-1987 Box

Scope and Contents note

These are monthly reports provided by Joseph H. Greene as Vice-President and
Representative of Bank of Americain Beijing. The reports begin on December 31, 1983
and continue through September 1987. They provide a variety of types of information about
China, including economic and political commentary on a broad scale as well asinternal
information about the company, including marketing, personnel and other information.
Examples of economic datainclude oil and cotton production, trade, competition from
other banks, research, asin animal husbandry or reforestation; political topicsinclude
Premier Zhao Ziyang'strip to the U.S. and Canada and avisit by the U.S. president and

the U.S.-China nuclear agreement and the 1986-90 five-year plan and the fall of Hu Yao
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Reports, 1984-1987

.P@ee_



