GREK101: HERODOTUS AND LYRIC POETRY

INTRODUCTION TO IONIC DINLECT

The Ionic dialect is closely related to Attic. Indeed they are often
represented as part of the same dialect group (Attic-Ionic), and Attic is
sometimes referred to as a refinement of Ionic. There are two phases of
Ionic: Old Ionic, in which Archilochus (c. 680-645) wrote and which
formed the core of the epic dialect of Homer and Hesiod; and New
Ionic, in which Herodotus (484-420s) and the medical writer
Hippocrates (c. 460 BCE) wrote.

The main differences between the Ionic dialect (Old and New) and

Classical Attic were the following: Important Vowel Difference
Herodotus Attic eg.
SPELLING €Ll (before V,p,A) € fe’yog
€ €t amédeis
1. The shift from long a to n occurs in almost all words (in Attic it €v eo/ov  cev, molelpuera
does not occur after 7, «, and p): e.g. alriy (alria), mpfiypa (wpayua). K (aﬂ;ie’t’p ) * T, TPy
€t OLKNLOS
ov (before v,p,A) 0 Hotvos

2. «kform e.g. ks (mds), kéTepos (méTepos), kov (wod), ikkos ({mmos). o alov  éwvrod, dv (oB)

3. With a few exceptions, there are no ‘h’ sounds in Ionic. Thus

c . . Important Consonant Changes
aspiration usually omitted: dmixvéopar (dpucvéopar), perinue (uedinuy);

. . N N Herodotus Attic e.g.
and rough mutes in Attic (¢, 0, y) are smooth (m, 7, k): ad7is (adfs), o ”g .
Séropar (0éyouar). :a ™ ks (wds), tkros ((rmos)
TT

fdAacoa, mpioow
4. lonic "oc" appears as "r7" in later Classical Attic: 7éooapes

, Frequent Variations in Declensional Endings
(Te‘rTapeg).
. st decl. Attic Herodotus
5. Herodotus frequently does not contact vowels in verbs and nouns:
, A ) R , . , , gen.s.. -ov “€w
€.8. piAéw (pIAd), moiéew (moieiv), voos (vois), yévea (yévn) -Ov -Ewv
gen. pl.
-aus -nouv)
6. Crasis, or the contraction of a vowel or diphthong at the end of a dat. pl.
word with a vowel or diphthong beginning the following word, is 2nd decl.
common: 7’ &vré (76 adTd), dAot (ol dAor). dat. pl. -ots -ouo(v)
VERBS 3rd decl.
dat. pl. -ou(v) -eoou(v)

7. Verb forms are generally the same as Attic, but Epic endings such
as -arat (-v7ay), -aro (-vTo) Occur in optative and present and

many endings uncontracted: yevéos

imperfe ct of -t verbs. Differences in Personal pronouns

1st pers. Attic Herodotus
8.  Verb augment often lacking, especially in verbs beginning with a gen.s.  €mod, pod éuéo, éued
diphthong. gen. pl. MUV Nuéwv
2nd pers.
9. There is no dual. P . ;.
gen. s. 060U, Gov o€o, o€
PRONOUNS dat S. UOL, oot TOL
gen. pl. Sy péwy
10. Relative pronoun is identical with the definite article, although acc. pl. s Upéas
masc. sing. s. 3rd pers.
. . . adTod, -7s €t
11. The forms of the third-person pronoun are Epic (see table on right). %e; Z 0T, _g of
acc.s.  0OTOVSY, <6 pwv
nom. pl. adrol, -al, -d opels
gen. pl. adTOY opéwy
dat.pl.  adTois,-ais opu(v)

k] / 4 4 /
acc. pl. avTovs, -as, -a opéas



