GREK101: HERODOTUS AND LYRIC POETRY

THE\JSES OF GREEK CASES

1. Nominative

A. Subject of a finite verb (e.g. 6 Zcokpd&Tns aiviypaTtwddds Aéyel, Socrates is speaking in riddles)

B. Predicate substantives or adjectives in agreement with the subject will also be nominative (e.g. ZéAcov fjv
66¢os, Solon was wise)

C. Nominative with article in place of vocative (e.g. 6 Tafs, dxoAoUBel (Ar.Ran. 521), boy, attend me

D. Direct or indirect address and exclamations (e.g. ¢ TéAis kal 8fjue (Ar.Eq. 273), O city and people!)

2. Vocative
A. Direct address and exclamations (e.g. € Ze0 kai 8eof (P.Pr. 310d), O Zeus and you gods!)

3. Genitive (The basic meaning of the genitive case is ‘of’; it most commonly limits the meaning of substantives,
adjectives, and adverbs)

A. Possessive genitive (e.g. @oukudidnv To6v ‘OASpou (Thuc. 4.104.4), Thucydides, the son of Olorus)
i. The genitive may be found after is and év where the place is omitted (e.g. €iv (gis) Atdao
(Homer), in, to (the kingdom of) Hades)
B. Partitive genitive (e.g. ToUs...&mépoBs TéV ToAiTéddv (Demosthenes 18.104), the needy among (out of)
the citizens)
C. Genitive of price, value, and penalty (e.g. &pyupiou...mpiacBai 1} &modécbat iTrmov (Plato Repub.
333b), to buy or sell a horse for money)
D. Genitive of crimes (e.g. dcopeov ekpifnoav (Lysias 27.3), they were tried for bribery)
i. Note: compounds of kata- take the genitive of the person charged and the accusative of the
crime: kataytyvaokw (I condemn), katadikale (I judge against), katayneGéua (I vote
against), katakpive (I give sentence against), katnyopéw (I accuse)
E. Genitive of separation or lack (e.g. évBed...k&AAous fj apeTiis (Plato Repub. 381¢), lacking in beauty or
virtue)
F. Genitive of comparison
i. When i is used: people or things compared are in the same case (e.g. PIAG y&p oU o6& u&AAov 1
Bbpous épovs (Euripides, Medea 327), for I do not love you more than my own house)
ii. When 1 is not used: the object of comparison (i.e. the word after ‘than’ in English) is in the
genitive (e.g. fiTTov...&uabrs copol, dethds avdpeiou (Plato Phaedrus 239a), an ignorant man is
inferior to a wise man, a coward to a brave man)
G. Genitive of exclamation (e.g. & ZeU BaciAel, Tijs AeTTOTNTOS TGOV Ppevédv (Aristophanes Clouds 153),
O King Zeus, what (an example of) subtlety of intellect!)
H. Genitive of quality (e.g. ¢dvTa (= Attic vTta)...TpdTou rouxiou (Herodotus 1.107), being of a peaceful
disposition)
I. Genitive of degree: eis ToUTO, €is ToooUTo (e.g. SpaTe...of mpoeAfAuD’ doeAyeias (Demosthenes 4.9),
you see to what a pitch of brutality he has come)
J. Genitive of place and time
i. Time within which (e.g. dxeTo Tijs vukTds (X.A.7.2.17), he departed duing the night)
ii. Place within which or at which (e.g. iévan ToU mpdow (X.A.1.3.1), to go forward)
K. Genitive with prepositions
i. &mo, €k, and TPS are only used with the genitive
L. Genitive absolute (e.g. ToUTcov AexBévTaov dvéotnoav (X.A.3.3.1), after these things had been said
[“these things having been said”], they got up)
M. Certain groups of verbs take genitive objects:
i. Verbs of sharing, taking hold of, touching, aiming, missing, and beginning
ii. Verbs of tasting, smelling, perceiving, remembering, desiring, sparing, caring for, neglecting, and
despising
a. The verbs of caring piAéw and ToBécwo take the accusative
iii. Verbs of ruling and commanding



4. Dative (The basic meanings of the dative case are ‘to’ and ‘for;” it also encompasses instrumental and locative
expressions)

A. Dative of indirect object (e.g. pédov E8coka TTj &uij &BeAgi, I gave a rose (direct obj.) to my sister (indir.
obj.))
B. Dative of possession (e.g. dvopa 8’ autij KopowTth (fjv) (X.A.1.5.4), its name was Corsote)
C. Dative of advantage/disadvantage (e.g. T&s avrp autéd movel (Sophocles, Ajax 1366), every man toils
for himself)
D. Dative of feeling/Ethical dative (e.g. & ufiTep, cos kaAds pot 6 mémmos (X.C.1.3.2), Oh, mother, how
handsome grandpa is (I've just realized)!)
E. Dative of likeness/unlikeness (okials éoikdTes, like shadows)
F. Dative of instrument/means (e.g. BaAAé pe AiBois (Liysias 3.8), he hit me with stones)
i. Dative of agent: with the perfect and pluperfect passive, and after the verbal adjective in —Téos, a
personal agent can be in the dative (e.g. €meidn avuTtols TapeokevaoTto (T.1.46), when they had got
their preparations ready)
G. Dative of manner or ‘meausre of difference’ (e.g. T7j kepaAfj peifova (Plato, Phaedo 101a), taller by a
head)
H. Dative of time ‘at which’ (e.g. TTavafnvaiots (D.21.156), at the Panathenaca)
I. Dative with prepositions
1. év, oUv are only used with the dative
J. Dative with verbs
i. Many compound verbs (w/oUv, év, &mi, and sometimes TTapd, mepi, Tpds, UT) take a dative
object (e.g. autols émémeoe TO EAANvikév (X.A.4.1.10), the Greek force fell upon them)
ii. The following groups of verbs take dative objects:
a. Verbs of helping, injuring
b. Verbs of meeting, yielding
c. Verbs of obeying, serving, pardoning, advising
d. Verbs of similarity, equality, and their opposites

5. Accusative

A. Direct object (e.g. pIAG T ypaiv, I love the old woman)
1. The direct object of an active transitive verb becomes the subject of the passive (e.g. 6 Tais UTod
Tou avdpods TUTTeTAl, the boy is struck by the man)
B. Cognate accusative: the noun in the accusative is from the same origin as the verb (e.g. Ti TpooyeAaTe
1oV TavUoTtatov yéAwv; (Euripides, Medea 1041), why do you smile the last smile you will ever smile?)
C. Accusative of respect (e.g. TAyevTa v kepaArv meAékel (Herodotus 1.38), stuck on his head with an
axe)
D. Some verbs are followed by two accusatives:
1. To make somebody something, to regard someone as something (e.g. CTPATNYOV...aUTOV
amédeiEe (Xenophon, Anabasis 1.1.2), he appointed him general)
ii. To ask, teach someone something; to conceal, take something away from someone (e.g. oU ToUT’
Epw T ot (Aristophanes, Clouds 641), I am not asking you this)
iii. To treat someone [well or badly], speak of someone [well or badly] (e.g. TOAA& &y ab& Unés
¢moinoev (Lysias 5.3), he did you much good)
E. Accusative of extent
1. Space (e.g. &yew (oTpaTtiav) oTevas 68ovs (X.C), to lead an army over narrow roads)
ii. Time (e.g. Tv unTépa TeAeutrioacav Tpitov éTos TouTi (L.24.6), my mother who died two
years ago)
F. Accusative absolute: where the participle has no subject the accusative absolute is used in place of the
genitive absolute (e.g. Ti 81, Unds ¢EOv dmoAéoal, ok € ToUTo fjABopuev (Xenophon, Anabasis 2.5.22),
why indeed, when it was possible for us to destroy you, did we not proceed to do it?)
G. Accusative with prepositions
1. avd, eis, and cog are used only with the accusative



