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COURSE GOALS

To develop your ability to read
Greek prose and lyric poetry
accurately and with increasing ease
through close examination and
discussion of selections from
Herodotus’ Histories and select
lyric poems

BY THE COMPLETION OF
THIS COURSE, YOU SHOULD
BE ABLE TO:

Recognize the importance of
reading Greek naturally, as it is
written, rather than as a code to
be deciphered; have developed
strategies to promote this style of
reading.

Have improved your understanding
of Greek morphology (declensions,
conjugations) and syntax (sentence
structure and constructions).

Have significantly expanded your
Greek vocabulary.

Discuss the range of Herodotus’
Histories, his theory of history, his
view of the conflict between East
and West, and his contribution to
the development of historiography.

Recognize the differences between
Greek dialects.

Have an awareness of the basic
on-line and print resources for
Classical Studies; understand the
different types of commentaries
and their use.
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Course Description

This course serves as a transition between learning the basic elements of the
Greek language and seminar-level discussions of literature and culture using
original texts as our primary sources. As a result, in this course we will do a bit of
both: systematically reviewing grammar and morphology, and expanding
vocabulary—all while cultivating your ability to read and appreciate Greek

literature and the culture that produced it.

Our inquiry this semester will focus broadly on Herodotus’ Histores, a sweeping
ethnographic investigation of the conflict between Greece and Persia in the fifth
century. This confrontation between the massive, wealthy, multicthnic empire of
Persia and the fractious Greeks had immeasurable impact on the history of the
Greeks themselves and continues to inform modern discussions of freedom,
nationalism, and identity. In addition to reading selections of Herodotus” work in
Greek (and the remainder in English), we will read selections from the lyric poets,
which, in addition to being beautiful and challenging works in their own right, will
expose you to additional Greek dialects and provide useful context for your

reading of Homer next semester.

Schedule permitting, we will take a field trip to the Greek Antiquities collection of
New York’s Metropolitan Museum (perhaps in early November) or the University

of Pennsylvania’s Museum of Archaeology.
Prerequisites: Students should have had two semesters of college Greek or

equivalent.
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Course Information

Course Website

The website hosts detailed assignments, copies of handouts and supplementary materials, and
links to on-line resources related to the authors, texts, and subjects we are investigating, It can be

accessed directly at: http://www.haverford.edu/classics/courses/2007F/grek101/

Alternatively, you can access the course website through www.bretmulligan.com. Under the

heading “Current & Recent Courses,” you will see a link to “Herodotus & Lyric Poetry.”

Required Texts

Barbour. 2001. Selections from Herodotus, edited by A. Barbour. University of Oklahoma Press.
ISBN: 0806114274; $29.95.

Sheets. 1981. Herodotus: Book 1, edited by G. A. Sheets. Hackett Press. ISBN: 0929524136;
$12.95.

Herodotus. 1979. The Histories, translated by A. de Selincourt. Penguin Classics. ISBN:
0140449086; $10.00.

Recommended Texts

Morwood. Oxford Grammar of Classical Greek, edited by James Morwood. Oxford University
Press. ISBN: 0195218515; $18.95.

Middle Liddell. Liddell, H. G. Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon, 7th edition. Oxford University
Press. ISBN: 0199102066.

Reserve Texts

A few reference works, commentaries, and monographs on Herodotus have been placed on
reserve. In particular I draw your attention to 4 Commentary on Herodotus, by How and Wells and
Enoch Powell’s 4 Lexicon to Herodotus.

Office Hours &
Contacting Me

Having difficulties? Interested in discussing something further? Concerned, perplexed, or
otherwise vexed? My door is always open and I am happy to discuss any topic or concern during
my office hours — whether particular to the course, Classics, or the human condition. If you
need assistance “after hours” feel free to email or IM me. Chances are, I'll be at my computer

(such is the life of a teacher-scholar in the 21% century!) and will respond in short order.

A Note on Feedback

I am dedicated to making this class as successful as possible, and will do everything in my power to
make sure that you are comfortable in our class. But please remember that I cannot respond to
requests and comments that I have not heard. At various points during the semester, I will solicit
feedback about the progress and execution of the course. If, however, you have any comments or
suggestions, or if anything at all is hindering your success in the course (or existence), please let me
know. If you would like to submit anonymous comments, feel free to leave notes at my office or in

my mailbox in the main office of Hall Building.

Academic Integrity

Having attended an Honor Code institution myself, I treat issues of academic integrity with the
utmost seriousness. Collaborative work on assignments is allowed and encouraged
provided that all work you submit under your name represents your own
knowledge, not that of your partner(s). Good faith mistakes can and do happen; but willful
violators of academic honesty, either by cheating on exams or plagiarizing written work will be
referred to Honor Council for further action. A good rule of thumb: when in doubt, ask, and if

you cannot ask, cite—and then ask.

Accommodation of
Disabilities

Students who think they may need accommodations in this course because of the impact of a
disability are encouraged to meet with me privately early in the semester. Students should also
contact Rick Webb, Coordinator, Office of Disabilities Services (rwebb@haverford.edu,
610-896-1290) to verify their eligibility for reasonable accommodations as soon as possible.
Early contact will help to avoid unnecessary inconvenience and delays.

PAGE 2



GREK101: HERODOTUS AND LYRIC POETRY FALL 2007

Course Format

Class sessions will consist of a mixture of group readings, exercises, and discussions, with the occasional lecture. Our major
focus will be on studying the meaning, construction, and stylistics of our readings in order to develop your ability to read
Greek quickly, accurately, and with appreciation. We will also pay attention to improving your facility in reading Greek aloud
(and understanding what you hear). In general, class will focus on explicating and discussing Greek passages from the Crito
and Jon. Our pace at the start of the semester will be slow, as we pay special attention to reviewing aspects of Greek
grammar and morphology and you become familiar with Plato’s style. In order to provide context for our dialogues, we will
also read in English additional Platonic dialogues, the works of other Greek authors who discuss Soctrates, and secondary
scholarship on the Athenian culture of the fifth and fourth centuries. Additional course activities will include brief student

presentations and a short (~3 page) paper towards the end of the semester.

SYLLABUS OF ACTIVITIES: Daily assignments and links to additional resources are provided on the course website. Have a

question about the assignment? Contact me at bmulliga@haverford.edu.

PREPARATION: The majority of your preparation time should be spent carefully and diligently preparing the readings and
assignments for the given week. I encourage you to work in pairs or small groups to share insights and work through
challenges. Three keys to success: 1) you should also read the assignment out loud; this will give you a better sense of the
Grecek. 2) After class, re-read or “post-pare” the passages that we discussed in class, doing so will usually take less than fifteen
minutes and it i1s the best way to reinforce the lessons from the day and reveal those forms, concepts, and passages that are
still causing your difficulties. 3) Finally, be forewarned: the habitual use of shortcuts, such as translations or on-line parsing
tools, will only result in additional labor and frustration going forward. The more Greek you gain, the faster and more

enjoyable reading Greek will become.

READING FROM TRANSLATIONS IN CLASS? Readings and discussions in class must be from a clean, unmarked text—

1.e. in class you will be reading and discussing Greek, not pre-prepared English translations.

Activities & Evaluation

Evaluation In order to give you the most valuable feedback possible, evaluation in this course will be
frequent and take the form of class participation, graded exercises, short quizzes, longer exams,

presentations, recitations, and short papers and projects in the follow ratio:

Class Participation 20% Quizzes 25%
Exercises 15% Essay or Project 10%
Midterm & Final 30%

People learn at different rates, have different proficiencies, and bring to a course varied knowledge
of the material—this is one of the joys of learning in a college setting, as you benefit from the
strengths of others and in turn lend your own expertise to your classmates. In this course, you will
never be evaluated against other members of the class. Only your own abilities and efforts will be

taken into account when evaluating your work. That is to say, there will be no curve.

Class Participation Active individual participation is integral to the general success of the course. Evaluation of
your participation is neither a measure of simple attendance nor that you answer every
question in class correctly. Learning a language is an experimental process and occasionally the
experiments of even the most dedicated and intellectually curious students can go awry. This
evaluation will reflect, however, regular, careful preparation of assigned material and
the consistent, enthusiastic attempt to work towards the course goals and share

your insights with your classmates. A complete rubric is available on the course website.
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Graded Exercises

In keeping with the principle that practice makes perfect, short exercises, written responses,
interactive journals and translations will be collected periodically and examined by your dutiful
professor. Unless otherwise indicated, these exercises will be due at the start of the class session
as indicated on the weekly syllabus. Assignments will be graded on a scale of 0 (not completed )
to 10 (nearly perfect). Any work ecarning below a ‘6’ is unsatisfactory and must be redone.

Opportunities to make up consistently unsatisfactory exercises will be given at my discretion.

Quizzes & Exams

Typically, a short (10-minute) quiz will be given every week and will cover vocabulary and
grammar from our readings and discussions for the previous week. There will also be two
exams, consisting of translation, analysis, and discussion of prepared passages—the first around
the October 26th; the second during the exam period at the end of the semester. Brief
quizzes, focusing on the grammar and morphology of Herodotus’ Ionic dialect will also be

given, especially in the first few weeks of the semester.

All activities in a language course are cumulative; consequently, when grades are calculated at
the end of the semester, I am likely to take improvement into account and not just the
mathematical average of your scores. In other words, even if you get off to a rocky start, there
is every reason to be hopeful; you will not be permanently penalized for a slow start or a bad
exam; doing progressive better demonstrates that you have mastered challenging material and
that will be reflected in your grade. That said, it is impossible to cram for a quiz or exam. It is
through diligence that you will be successful and diligence that will be rewarded. You must
constantly be review and rereading matieral from ecarlier in the week and semester. It could be
said that you know your preparation is sufficient if you do not need to alter your

routine to study for a quiz or exam.

Make-up quizzes and exams will not be given without approval prior to the date of

the quiz or exam—and then only in extraordinary circumstances.

Project/Essay

Due near the end of the semester, this short (~6—to-8—page) essay will allow you to explore in
greater detail the critical and interpretative issues we investigated over the course of the

semester. A detailed project description will be distributed.

Presentations

Students will also be expected to serve as I"#$ for class sessions, preparing questions for the
class, preparing a recitation, and like. Also, individually or in small groups, students may be
asked present short oral presentations on important figures in the Histories and/or scholarship
that illuminates important aspects of Herodotus’ work. Suggestions for presentations will be

considered and appreciated.

Evaluations for presentations will be based primarily on content, although suggestions for
improving presentation style will also be considered; a complete rubric is available on the course

website; as 1s a worksheet for evaluating presentations.
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Absences & I strive to my utmost to make every class session a valuable learning experience, and ideally you
Tardiness should attend every session. But mowa 1s a cruel mistress, and should you miss a rare class, it will
probably not severely impact your progress towards the goals of this course (and so your course
grade)—provided you complete all scheduled assignments and activities. Students, however, who
miss a week of classes (i.e. three classes) will have their course participation grade
reduced by 20 points. Every additional absence will further reduce your
participation grade by 20 points; students who miss 4 or more classes may be required to

withdraw from the course.

Our meeting times are brief; and our goals ambitious. Be on time; both for your own benefit
and especially that of the other students in the class. If you are late, talk to me after class.

Repeated tardiness will be considered as an absence.

Late Assignments Assignments turned in after the stipulated deadline will be penalized one grade for
each day or part of a day the assignment is overdue. An assignment will immediately be
considered late if it is submitted at any point after the stipulated deadline. Therefore, if an
assignment is due at the start of class and you miss or are late to that class, the assignment will
be considered one day late and the specified sanction will be applied. Once an assignment is
three days late, only half-credit can be earned for an assignment. All assighments must be

completed to receive credit for this course.

Extensions & Waivers Extensions and waivers may be granted for cause at my sole discretion. Pace Admiral Grace
Hopper (who said, "It is easier to ask for forgiveness than it is to get permission."), they must be
secured before the deadline for the assignment. If factors external to this course give rise
to the request, I may require written confirmation from the appropriate school official. This
policy will be altered only in cases of severe personal crisis, serious medical incapacitation, or
other unforeseen and unavoidable circumstances—and then at my sole discretion following the

receipt of a written notice from the appropriate school official.

A Note on Policies All course policies are designed to promote consistent progress towards our goals and fairness
to all students. All policies are subordinate to one overriding interest: your effective progress
towards your personal learning aspirations as they relate to the goals of the course. If you
have been working on an exercise and need an extra day to solidify your understanding of the
material, extensions and support will be forthcoming; if you hit a rough patch and need
further exposure to a particular idea, help will be gladly given. Provided you act out of a

commitment to the class and your goals for it, all requests will be generously received.
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