
understanding dictionary entries — Nouns & Prepositions

     pórta, -ae, f., gate, entrance (portal, portico, porch, porthole)

     síne, preposition + abl., without (sinecure, sans) 
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nominative (case) singular; this form gives the “normal” form of the word

ending of the genitive singular; so genitive of porta = portae; this form reveals the declension 
of the noun (-ae = 1st declension)

gender; depending on noun, can be masculine, feminine, or neuter

English definitions

preposition

all prepositions will appear with a noun in a particular case. Some prepositions can 
take multiple cases, each with a different meaning. For example, the preposition “in” 
can appear with either an ablative or an accusative, and each case yields a different 
meaning, although these are generally related to a generalized core meaning of the 
preposition .

English words derived from this Latin word

LAT
001: IN

T
RO

D
U

C
T

IO
N

 TO
  LAT

IN
 LA

N
G

U
A

G
E A

N
D

 C
U

LT
U

R
E                                              


