structure and function of proteins

Biology 303
Spring semester, 2011
Instructions for abstracts

As a reminder, here are the requirements for the abstracts:

________________________________
Presentations and abstracts (15%)

You will choose a protein whose structure has been solved, ideally with a ligand bound.  Your goal is to study the binding site and redesign the site to accommodate a different, but presumably related, ligand.  My recommendation is that you read the primary literature describing your structure so that you have a good understanding of what is known.  You may wish to use a program such as Pymol to review the structure and to prepare graphics for your presentation.  Your presentation will be in the style of a defense with members of the class acting as a review panel led by a two-person chair and providing critical feedback.  As a consequence, you will need to provide an abstract of your presentation to the panel chairs on the class before your presentation so that they can have some idea of what you are presenting.  The abstract should include your reference list.  More information about the style of the presentation will be provided later.
Pre-review of abstracts (10%)

Panel chairs are responsible for reviewing the abstracts of the presentations prior to the presentation date.  A meeting with me prior to the date of the presentation will be required to review your questions and to help you in organizing class discussion. 

________________________________
Your abstract must provide sufficient information for the panel chairs to prepare for their questions and comments.  To help you in preparing your abstract, the following guidelines are provided:

1. Be sure to explain why you selected the protein/topic for presentation.

2. Be clear on the biological function of the protein under investigation.

3. Clearly articulate your hypothesis.

4. Suggest and defend your choice of mutation and what you hope to learn from it.

5. Include a reference list.

My suggestion is that the abstract be approximately 0.5-1.0 page long but, more importantly, providing the information in points 1-5 should be the priority in writing your abstract.

Panel Chairs have the right to ask you for more information and it is important that you respond in a timely fashion to any reasonable request from them.

MOST IMPORTANTLY:  Abstracts MUST be submitted to panel chairs in the class before the day of your presentation.

